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29 ANGLO SAXON-DOMESTIARTEFACT BOX:COMPLETE BOX

1 Necklace 9 Votive Necklace

2 Moul d for Cross/ TH10 Bone Comb

3 Runes on Antlers 11 Small Sickle

4 Small Knife 12 Leather Drinking Cup

5 Bone Needle & Thread 13 Spindle Whorl & Wool

6 Caltrop 14 Saucer Brooch

7 Writing on Parchment 15 Leather Ball

8 Ear Spoon 16 Backgammon Game with 13 x red
and 15x vyellow counters ina
Canvas Bag.

9 Votive Necklace 17 AS-Domestic Loan Box - Risk
Assessment

18 Artefact Box Booklet AS -
Domestic
Acknowledgements

The artefacts were made by Emma Berry and Andrew Bates of Phenix Studios Ltd of Hexham,
Northumberland.  http://www.phenixstudios.com/
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ltem: 1 Brief Description: Necklace
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Further Information:
1 This original of this necklace was found in a female

grave.
1 This copy is made from clay beads strung on hide.
==
~=Explore:
“EWhat is hide ?
“ZWhat other items would Anglo - Saxons have made using hide?

R

“=Why did Anglo -Saxons wear jewellery like necklaces, brooches and rings? What
message might it have sent out to others?
“ZWould only women have worn jewellery?

&

“=What sort of materials were used to make jewellery?

“=zHow was Anglo -Saxon jewellery decorated eg pictures, writing, patterns?
“=2To have a look at more Anglo  -Saxon jewellery and other precious objects at:
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/search?g=anglo-saxon%20jewellery

and
http://www.britishmuseum.org/learning/schools_and_teachers/resources/all_re
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sources/resource_sutton_hoo_slideshow.aspx
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Item:2 Brief Description: Moul d for Cross/
Hammer

Further Information:
I This mould could be used to makes either a Christian

cross or the symbol of Thor o6s
7 Itisbasedona 10 ™ century mould found in Denmark.
9 This charm would have been carried around asa

protection against harm.

9 It comes from the transition period between the pagan
beliefs and Christianity =~ when t he different religions  lived
side by side and some people prayed to both pagan and
Christian gods 7 just to be on the safe side!

==

= Explore:

“2 How would this mould have been used to make the hammer or the cross?
“& What sort of Anglo - Saxon would have worn this charm?

“Z Who was Thor ?

“Z Who were the other Norse gods?

% What were the main difference s between pagan and Christian religions ?
“Z What is the link between these pagan gods and the days of the week?

“% Have a look at:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/vikings/beliefs and stories/
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Item: 3 Brief Description: Rune s on Antler
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Further Information:

9 This was probably a  votive charm.

1 Votive offerings were gifts made to god/gods in the hope of having
your prayers answered or to give thanks. Today , people might go to
church to light a candle and pray in the same way.

1 Thischarm would have been carried around by someone in the hope
that their god would protect them.

1 The markings on the antler are known as runes 1 an early form of
writing in northern Europe .

1 The runes on it are the first five letters of the runic alphabet. They
spell out FUTHARK.

1 There are several local example of runes. They can be seen on 8th
century Anglo -Saxon carved stones in Lindisfarne Priory Museum,
Lemmington Wood s near Alnwic k and the Bewcastle Cross in
Cumbria.

1 Itis also possible that this was used as a learning material.

l

L

=

~=Explore:
““Have a look at the runic alphabet on the next page. Can you write your name
out using runes  ?
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Item: 4 Brief Description: Small Knife

Further Information:

1 This is a general purpose knife.

1 If you pick the knife up, you can see how well the shape
of it fits into your hand.

1 It would have been carried around in a pouch hung from
your belt.

1 Anglo Saxons would carry all their own precious and
useful objects around  and use them every day.

BE

“=zWhat sort of tasks would a knife like this be used for?
““What utensils did Anglo Saxons use to eat with?
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ltem: 5 Brief Description: Bone Needle & Thread
Further Information:
1 The needle was made from bone and the thread from linen .
1 It would be used for stitching and mending various items.
1 The Anglo - Saxons used a wide range of natural materials
1 Some would have been found in the local environmentand  others
would have been traded from overseas.
1 There were no artificial materials such as plastics or nylons.
X
“=Explore:

“ZWhat plant does linen come from?
“ZWhere would Anglo - Saxons have found this plant ~ ?

“ZWhat other items would they have made from linen ?
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Item: 6 Brief Description: Caltrop

TREW

Further Information:

1 This was designed to stop horses.

1 It was mostly used in warfare and could cause serious
injury to horses

1 No matter how you throw this, it will always land in an
upright position. Give it a try -but BE CAREFUL!

1 The original item in is the British Museum in London

A

E

A,

~=Explore:

“ZWhat other items would have been used by Anglo Saxon in battle?
==

“zHave a look at:
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/search?g=sutton%20hoo
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ARTEFACT BOX: ANGLO SAXONDOMESTIC

Item: 7 Brief Description: Writing on Parchment

Feapon ONSOP fecs _;j_ "
mupnende mod men
 [obefele pe denne he

ﬂlya]mem hlerz:e on fenj_ - : g

Further Information:

I Thiscopyis froma fragment of the Beowulf manuscript.

1 Beowulf isthe thoughtto be longest epic poem in Old English,
the language spoken in Anglo  -Saxon England before the Norman
Conquest .

The story is setin 6™ century Denmark .

Some scholars believe it was written by poets belonging to the

royal court of the Northumbrian kings

1 But more recent evidence suggest that it was probably written in
the 900s .

9 Originally , the story would have been passed down as an oral
tradition with each ~ bard adding bits to the story.

= =

1 Eventually, it was written down some time in the 10 th century.
1 Manuscripts like this would have been found in high status
homes.

J@

‘= Explore:

““Whatis a bard ?

“ZFind out more about the Beowulf story

“ZHave alook at : https://www.bl.uk/collection -items/beowulf
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29 ARTEFACT BOX: ANGLO SAXONDOMESTIC

Item: 8 Brief Description: Ear Scoop/Spoon

Further Information:

1 Used for cleaning out your ears! DO NOT TRY THIS!

1 Sometimes ear spoons were part of a cosmetic set along
with tweezers and a toothpick. They would have hung from
your belt like someone might wear a bunch of keys on
their belt today.

“ZExplore:
“ZHow would this item have been made?
“ZWhat sort of things do you always carry around with you?
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Item: 9 Brief Description: Votive Necklace

Further Information:
1 Made from bone.
1 Originally this was thought to be the face of Odin. It actually
shows one of Odinbés priests wear.
1 If you look closely there are two ravens at the top of the
headdress.
1 Itwaswornasa talisman andwas believed to have magic
powers and to br ing good luck.
1 Many examples of this kind of votive necklace were found at
Sutton Hoo .

“ZRemind yourself what  votive means, See Item 3 for an explanation.
“ZFind out who Odin was.
“ZWhat kind of Anglo Saxon would be most likely to wear this for protection?

T

“=Find out about the discoveries made at Sutton Hoo at
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/sutton hoo helmet/

and
http://www.britishmuseum.org/visiting/galleries/europe/room 41 europe ad 300

1100.aspx
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Iltem: 10 Bone Comb

Brief Description:

Further Information:
1 Thisis arare example of a bone comb as it is made from a
single piece of bone.
1 Normally combs would have been made from separate pieces
which would have been riveted together.
1 The original of this was found at Oxford.

SI5Y
“=Explore:

=

“=What sort of person would h
bone like this one?

“=How has it been decorated?
=K i
=t isitt o a

4

ave owned a comb made from a single piece of

“=How similar comb
has something to do with the size of nits!]

today? Why do you t

hi

I
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25 ARTEFACT BOX: ANGLO SAXONDOMESTIC

ltem: 11 Brief Description: Small Sickle

Further Information:
1 Thiswas found at a mediaeval site in Wales.
1 If you look at the wooden handle you will see scorch marks.
1 These were made when the heated metal tang of the sickle was
pushed into the wood to secure it.

“Z Explore:
“ZFind out whata  sickle is.

=

=What job would it have been used for?

“ZLook at the other Anglo Saxon knives and tools here and try to work out what

each tool would have been used for
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/asset/the -hurbuck -
hoard/TwEeHV9ctrGm4A
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